CHAPTER II
THE SETTING

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter Ieihtend to briefly delineate some
of the more salient geographical and socio-economic
features of Barbados, to outline some of the regional
idiosyncrasies of the Scotland District, and then present
an overview of the sociocultural characteristics of Chalky‘
.Mount. Consequently, we will be placing the land-based
compiexes to be discussed in subsequent chapters in their:

village, regional, and island settings. |

BARBADOS

Physical Features and Climate

Barbados is the most easterly of thelpafibbean'
1slends and lies about 100 miles outside of the arc .of
volcanic 1slends which constitute the Lesser Antilles.
Resting upon the same submarine shelf--a continuation of
the Peria peninsula of northeastern Venezuela--as its
neighbor some 200 miles to the soufhwest, Trinidad, |
Barbados' 166-square mile surface is largely eomposed of a

coral limestone cap which covers the faulted and folded
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.‘aédementary rocks ﬁnderneath. Rather than being flat, as
it is sometimes misleadingly descriﬁed, Barbados! rela-
tively low altitudes are arraﬁged, for the most part, in a
series of pléteaus (two‘major ones) of varying eievations,
The overall bicture in this respect is adequately described
in one of .the island's anhual réports as follows: |

...1t 1s possible to distinguish several clearly
defined regions. The Scotland District extends...
along the middle of the N.E. coast...This is the
highest region and attains a height of 1,115' in .
Mount Hillaby. The coastline is rugged and is
backed by cliffs and island scarps. On three
sides of this Scotland District, to the west,
southwest and south, is the Upland Plateau, a—-. .
terrace 800' above sea level at the foot of the
Scotland region descending to 400' where it ends-
in an 80' high encarpement-(sic) which is dis- ‘
- 'sected by usually dry gullies. This scarp over-
- looks the Lowland Plateau, the. third and biggest
. region which is below 400' and extends to the
coast all round:the island except in the Scotland
District...The Lowland Plateau has extensive aress
of .uniform height but 1t descends to the coast by
a series of minor steps and scarps (Barbados
Annual Report 1958.and 1959:106). -,

As one drives towards the hqrtheaat frpm~thé
capital of Bridgetown, in the southwestern part of the - .
islénd, the road gradually climbs over these plateaué'ﬁntil
the eastérn édge of the Upland Plateau is reached. From
here the road drops sharply into the relative}y rugged and
limestone free landscape of the Scotland Distridt. Before
the District and the village‘are brought into clearer per-
' spective # broader ovérview of the island itself cah be
given. 'Topographically{ |
Most of Barbados is a seriewaf gently undulating

plains...But the islahd is much more varied than
it at first appears.  Significant differences in

- .
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rainfall depend primarily on altitude and ‘on
location with respect to the prevailing northeast
and southeast trades; soils also vary greatly,

~ even though over six-sevenths of the island they
derive from the underlying coral limestone.
Generally speaking, the central and eastern
parishes...boast high and fairly continuous and
dependable rainfall without a long dry season,
and red or thick black soil. This is the most
productive part of the island..., and also the
most tied up in great sugar plantations...The
drier, thinner soiled, more remote north...and
southeast. . .which often suffer severe droughts,
are more given over to peasant agriculture and
less used for sugar...Bridgetown and its
suburbs...together make up an 'urban' areas which
contrasts sharply with the fcountry'...Completely
different from the rest of the island is the non-
coral Scotland District of the northeast...where
fertile pockets alternate with steep slopes of
sand and clay highly susceptible to erosion...
(Lowenthal 1957:L469-471).

Regional vériations, as suggested above, are manifest in

== = reainfall and 1ts.distribution. The Upland Plateau receives
between 60 and 75 inches per annum and has a distinct two
to three month dry season, while thé Lowland Plateau
averages between 40-60 inches with a longer dry season of
between four to five months (Barbados Annual Report 1958
and 1959:108). Parts of the Scotland District normally
recéive more rain thah the lower areas, although rainfall
distribution on the island as a whole cah be extrémely
irregular not only from year to year, but within single
_years a8 well. Rain water, which percolates thrdugh the
coral limeStoné,'is trapped beneath the surface by'oidgr -
geological features, and underground streams or wells form 
reservoirs from whiéh the island's water supply is derived.

This water supply stands out as being one of the purest in .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



24

the Cafibbean, and is partially responsible, along with the
- general lack of aﬁamps and disease carryihg insects, for
.-tﬁe relatively healthy conditions prevailing on the island.
' The trade winds blow almost constantly and are
generally unimpeded because of the island's relatively low
relief. The'reéult is a cooling effect on what might
_otherwise be an oppreséively hot climate. The average
'veiocities.of these winds vafy "...between 7-10 miles per
| hour from August to December and 1l-14 miles-per hour from
January to July" (Starkey 1961:3). The winds blowing from
the southeast are felt the strongest in the Scotland
District which experiences, on the average, léwer tempersa-
tures than the rest of fhe island. The lowland regioné get
temperatureS'of'betyéeh 74°f§79F. during the wet seaso@ and
between 70°-8U4OF, during the dry season, but the averages
for the Scotland Di;trict are about 9°F. below these
(Barbados Annﬁal'Report 1958 and 1959:108). The tempera-
tures in Bridgetown can sometimes be uncomf'ortably high,
but "a few hundred feet of elevation modifies the tempera-
ture and in the central'ﬁplan&s the thermometer rarely
rises into the middle 80s and may drop ‘into. the 60s at
night" (Sterkey 1961:3). -
' Barbados is marginally‘locatéd with'relaéion to the
Caribbean's hurricane zone, though a number of storms have
done considéraﬁle,&hmage-&the most recent one of serious

_consequence having ocourred in 1955.
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Fauna and Flora ‘

There ére few wild énimals on the island and none of
these are dangerous to man} TWo-speéies of shakes exist but
these are hérmless-and rarely seen. There aré’a few monkeys
in the 1limited wooded areas, particularly in the Scotland
District. These can be quite a nuisance to fruit trees and
éertain kinds of crops. Also.ﬁhere are Some'rabbits, micg,
rats and mongooées. The”latter were 1mported in the late
19th century to help destroy the rats which were causing a
great deal of damage to the sugar cane. After the rats were
brought.under control, the mongoose contihuéd to breed so
rapidly that the legislature passed an adtViﬁ”l904 providing
for 1ts destruction. Nevertheless, the mongoose continues
td thrive and destroy young,animals and fowls. Today the
mongoose can be seen frequently as it scurries aérOSS‘roads
Afrbm one cane fleld to anotherf As might be expected, there
is a great deal of insect 1ife, but such tropical diseases
as malaria have been eradicated and none of the 1nsécts,

| save the centipede and house fly-;both,of which'aré'more
prevalent at certain times of the-&eér than at others--
offer a serious threat to the islanders' health.

The relative1y d¢nse forests which once covered
Barbadqs’are'aii but gone{ and the one significant reminder
of this florai past 1s found today in the 50 odd acres of
Turnér's Ha11 woodé in thg'Scotland District parish of
St. Andrew. Yeﬁ,wéven fhe br1meva1 qualities-bf Tufngrﬂs

Hall have been somewhat diluted for a number of‘trées,'such
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as mahogany, were introduced subsequent to the island's
settlement. In fact most of the trees and:plants found in
Barbados today were introduced after the island's settlement
in 1627. ‘Nof the least of these is sugar cane--the omni-
preseht‘érasg—-the production and processing of which-iies

at the core of the Barbadian ﬁational economy .

Economy and the Role of Sugar

Barbados is an agricultural island largely concerned
with the cultivation ofvsugar cane and the manufacture of
raw sugar, molasses and rum. There is little other industry
to speak»of, ahd aside from the sugar factories and a hand-'
ful of rum distilleriea, most of the 1ndustriél or
manufacturing'enterprises are largely geared towards the
insular market.l Over the recent years there has been a
concerted governmental efrorﬁ to_bring 1hdustries to the
island, and various types of legislation designed to serve
as.incentives to prospective investors havé‘been enacted.
But Barbados is first and foremost a sugar island'as it has
been since the mid-17th century when the plant was first

introduced from Brazil.

lVarious types of clothing are manufactured as well
as such things as soap, edible oils, biscuits, ice, etec.
There is a brick factory in the parish of St. Andrew, two
foundaries which primarily do work for the sugar factories,
a recently constructed and functioning beer brewery, and
other assorted smell manufactories. ' :

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



The role of sugar in the contemporary national
economy is aptly summed up in the following.

...production of sugar considerably exceeds the
island's requirements of sugar. The surplus is
exported to buy from the rest of the world other
goods and services which are required for the
papulation of Barbados to consume, to use up in
the process of producing sugar and other forms

of production, and to add to equipment and stock.

- Down through the last three centuries...Barbados
has remained largely an exporter of sugar and its
by-products, molasses and rum and an importer of
goods for consumption or capital formation and
raw materials. This arrangement of the economy
into a 'production-for-export! sector and an
'import-for-consumption-and-investment' sector

- 1s fundamental in understanding how the economy
of the island works.

Production in Barbados consists of more than
sugar, molassea and rum. Included in the total

. are subsistence production...manufactures such .
a8 those that spring up as offshoots in an agrarian
economy to satisfy local markets...installation
and repair of capital goods...services...and so on.
This 'other production' exceeds the value of sugar

- and its by-products roughly in the ratio of 2 to 1.
What  is significant...is net that this other
output is greater than sugaridutput but that it de-

pends for 1ts size on the value of sugar production...
By and large,...decisions to produce new goods for
the export market, or to satisfy new demands, or to
take advantage of new supply conditions have added
little to total production over the last few years.
So, broadly speaking, sugar still sets the pace in -
the economy of Barbados (The National Income of
Barbados 1956-1959 1-2).

Since 1951 Barbados' sugar prices have been set by
the_Componwealth Sugaf Agreemeht, aﬁd-the favorable terms
dérived from this agreement have helped to introduce a néw
solvency in the island's gconomy. For instance, after the
signatories to the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement met in -
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London in late 1961, the 1962 price of $219.66 (B.W.I.)2
. per‘ton of sugar was agreed upon--a $3.18.per‘ton 1ncreese
s uover 1961 prices (Barbados Advocate, December 20, 1961).
Although 1t has beenvooihted ouf.that a profit can be
realized at'a~price'as low as $144 per ton of sugar
(Smithers 1962), the world price in February of 1962 was -
about $103.20 (Barbados Advocate February 13, 1962), and in
‘March about $105.60 (Barbados Advocate, March 29, 1962). ‘
| During the 1961 meeting referred to above the agree-

ment was also extended to 1969. Ah,editoriai’in the
Barbados Advocate commented that : |

Governments in the West Indies, dependent on sugar

as the bulwark of their economy, can make firm plans

for the next seven years without fear of the whole

crop being thrust on the world market, where the

price is considerably lower than the negotiated

price...(December 20, 1961) .

. But, when Britain's entry into the Eruopean Common Markeﬁ
was'being discussed there ﬁas some panio as to the possible
deleterious effects this entry might have on the Comﬁon-
weelth Sugar Agreement.‘ This concern was epitomized in e;
statement by Mr. Mencea Cox, who was then Barbados' Minister
of Trade, Industry, and Labour, when he said

It would be disasterous for Barbados if our sugar

industry were forced to sell sugar in the free markets
- of the world....The Commonwealth Sugar Agreement has

. 2Note that all monetary figures quoted, both in the
text and tables, are gquoted, unless stated otherwise, in
tegms gf)British West Indian dollars ($1.00 B.W.I.

58 U,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



29

been a tremendous boon to our sugar industry, and
it i1s vitally important to the economic welfare
of Barbados that no action“whatever should be
taken which might in any way tend to diminish
. the value of the-agreement and the preferences
accorded by the United Kingdom and Canada
(Barbados Advocate, October 21, 1961).

th only does the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement pay
better and guaranteed brices on sugar, but

....we have the advantage of the Commonwealth
preferential tariff plus the Colonial Sugar
Certificate System, which means that whereas on
entering, the British import duties of up to

11s. 8 d. are levied on non-Commonwealth sugar, a
maximum of only ls. O4/5d4. is levied on outs...
(Smithers 1962?.,“ | |

Further, and this is also of importance, especially in con-
sidering some of the problems discussed in Chapters III,
IV, and V,

"As’ long as sugar continues to be the most profitable
crop which can be grown on the 1sland, the relative

- security now provided by the market in sugar provides
a strong inducement to continued concentration of

~ any avallable capital or land in the crop. Granted

- that .there exists a physical limit to the amount of
land which is avallable for growing sugar cane in the
island, thls factor might explaln the stability in
the total acreage under sugar production as well
as the failure of both output and productivity to
rise appreclably og holdings devoted to other-erops
(Bethel 1960:133). | ‘

~ Barbados' total land area 1s approximately 106,229
acres, of which 68,713.40 acres are estimated to be arable
(see Table 1). Approximately seven-eights of the érable

| 1aﬁd 1s planted in sugar cane (Starkey 1961:14), and most

5For a concise statement of the Commonwealth Sugar
Agreement and its effects on the Barbadian economy see the
same author and work, pp. 129-133.
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of this cane 1s grown on plantations or estates. In 1961,
for instance, plantations reaped épproximatel& 37,440 acres
which &ielded 1,160,143 tons of sugar cane--or 84.2 per
cent of the 1sland's total production (Inniss et al. 1961:7).'
The reméining 12,000 acrés reaped in 1961, or approximately
one-quarter of the tota1 reaped acreage, was reaped by'
peasants, 1.é.,:personslgrow1ng cane on 10 or less aéres-df
lénd (see Chapter III).>who‘accounted for but'15.8 per cent
of the total sugar eane'oﬁtﬁﬁt (Inniss et al. 1961:7). This
cane, in 1961, yielded 159.541 tons of sugér, most of which
was exported in the form of raw sugar or molasses énd rum.
Sugar and its by-products normally account for three-fourths
to four-fifths of the total domestic production, and more
than ninety per cent or the total monetary value of all
éxports (Starkey 1961:21).4

| Most of the sugar cane, as indicated above, 1is
produced under the plantatidn system. In 1961 there were
239 piantatibns operatiﬂg on the island. These,'on.the
average, are much smaller than the vast sugar estates known
1n‘such places as Cuba, British Guiana or even‘Jamaicg and

Trinidad, ete. Most estates in Barbados are relatively

41n 1959 the value of sugar and sugar by-products
was 94.2 per cent of the value of the total domestically pro-
“duced exports. Comparable figures for 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958,
and 1959 are 92.8, 92.6, 95.3, 94.8, 94.2 per cent respec-
tively (Starkey 1961:21). In earlier years, as might be
expected, sugar and its by-products accounted for even a
greater proportion. : '

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



31

small--anything over 40O acres being considered large. Most
of the plantations are owned by citizens of Barbados. But
interlocking and multiple ownership is common. Thus, the
figure of 230-odd estates is somewhat misleading as a re-
flection of the spread of proprietorship. |
The cane 1s processed by factories which over the
years have steadily decreased in numbers while the re-
maining ones have tended to increase in size. Some of the
20 factories that wére operating in 1961 are owned by corpo-
rations which also own sugar estates so that the cane of
these estates is committed to certain factories, but for the
most part there is avid competitioh'amongst factories for
the cane pf the independent producer. |
Despite the major role played by sugar in the

"Barbadian economy, it should be noted that a relative minor-
1ty of the working population is directly engaged in
agricultural'pursuits. However, it 1is difficult to ascertain,
from census figures, how‘many persons are engaged 1n activi-
ties}which indirectly relate to agriculture, and even if
this were possible, figurésfwh;ch show the occupational _
distribution in Barbados can be misleading. Yet, éccording
to Starkey "only about'oqe quarter of the population depends
on agriculture for a livinga: The typical Barbadian today is
engaged primarily in urban activities" (1961:8), and the
1960.west Indies Population Cehgus (Bulletin No. 1) gives
20,653'peréons, or 24.3 pef,cent of Barbados!' working popu-

lation, as being primarily engaged in agricultural‘work.
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Since the labor.requirements of sugar production have
seasonal fluctuations not all.of these persons were gainfully
employed throughout the year , The.remainder of the working
population was employed in various service, professional
managerial skilled-and unskilled labor capacities.

There are numerous businesses on the island, and
most of these are concentrated in Bridgetown. Starkey points~
out that | |

' The organization of Barbadian business 1s extremely
complicated: It includes manufacturers representatives,.
importers, exporters, banks, attorneys, estate agents,

- insurance companies and agents wholesalers, department
stores, appliance stores, specialty shops, supermarkets,
public markets, small shops, and hucksters...Few of the
larger businesses fall into only one classification--
almost all have many functions. The sltuation is

further complicated by interlocking ownership and
control (Starkey 1961: 24-25).

Bridgetown and Island Communications

_Bridgetoun plays a central role in the island not
only as the locus of most major businesses, shops, and
government offices, but also as a major means whereby
Barbadians become aware of the larger insular and extra-
insular society._'Indeed, thegnumerous shops and business
concerns--to_say nothing of“the excitement-~-that Bridgetown
offers, especially'to;tne rural populace, makes 1t a
bustling and often times'congested town with frequent traf-

'« fic Jams and parking problems. Simple exposure to the social

and'material milieu of Bridgetown helps greatly in creating
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new and igcreasing consumer demands, these demands in furn
having'obyioﬁs effécts upon consumptioh patterns and the need
}~f6b'ca§h; o :

| Over'600 miies.of paved roads criss-cross fh; island
facilitating internal travel, and the large number of pri-
vate autos, plus a well developed bus system, which follows
the major arterial highways, puts Bridgetown within easy
access of most villages on the 1sland. Bridgetown, then,
which attracts people from all over Barbados and can be con-
sidered "crowded" much of the time, functions as’a cultural
“homogenizer" for rural peoples from diverse viilages.
;' External travel to and from the island is also
fairly eésy, Lying on the south equatorial current which
flows from West Africa to South America Barbsdos has always
been in a favorable geographlic position, and waé usually one
of the firgt ports of call for the sailing ships which made
the middle passage during the slave trade. Today, thé
island is a center for trading.schqoners which ply the
islands of.the‘Lesser Antilles. With the recent completion
of a deep water harbor and increased bunkering facilities
for oéean-going ships, more and more vessels of this type
are also stopping at the ;sland. Increasingly, Bridgetown
is becoming a favored port of call for West indies tourist
cruises, and the island is also served by the two "Fedéral"
ships which stop at each of the islands of the British '
Caribbean. Seawell airport is equipped to handle all kinds

of planes and 1s served by a number of major airlines as
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well as British West Indian Airways. All of these
transportation facilities, increased publicity, and the
social and physical appeal of the island’ have aided a great '
deal to accelerate the expansion of the tourlst industry
upon which Barbados is coming to depend more and more.

| Today, "The gross value of the tourist business...is second
only to the sugar industry" (Starkey 1961:19).

The island has two major daily newspapers and a few
minor weekly ones, the major newspapers being well supplied
not only with local news, but Caribbean and international
news as well., Though the island ddes not have a radilo
station, rediffusion (a single wire transmission) 1is present
in many‘hones-and virtually every village on the island. For
a monthly rental fee the speaker i1s hooked up in the sub-
scrlber!s house,_and"though one does not have a choice of
station there 1s a wide variety of fare ranging from BBC
news programs and various kinds of music to church services,
soap operas and the like. Rediffusion, even 1if it 1is not
present in a house, has a much wider effect then_a'list of-
its 20,000 or so subscribers might indicate, for speakers
are located in schools, community centers, shops, ete.
'Aside from helping to bring every village into the larger
context of Barbados, the Caribbean, and the world, redif-
fusion provides a means whereby the members of famllies
scattered throughout the island can congregafe for such

, events as funerals and even weddings. Indeed, in the rural

areas (as well as the urban ones) the death notices are
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one of the most popular of rediffusion's features, and not
a few of the persons attending any given funeral are there
because the funeral was announced over rediffusion. News
features keep islanders abreast.of international and |
Caribbean affairs and it 18 no wonder that, along with the
1sland's high literacy rate and extensive educational system,
one finds a good many»rural Barbadians aware, even if super-
ficially, of the world around them. These factors, plus the
travel of many Barbadians, whefher as contract. agricultural
laborers to the Uhited States or returning immigrants,
correspondence with relatives abroad in England or the U.S.
(and even visite from American family members), the frequent
goings and comings to town; e well developed'postal a&stem,
telephone system,'cable ard wireless systém”(which provides
overseas communicaéions), movie houses, transportation
facilities, libraries and many other things all contribute
to an urbanity that one might not expect to encountar on a
‘small Caribbean island depenident upon a moﬁocrop economy

for its existence.

Population

~ Barbados is crowded. On its 166 square miles live
232,333'people (West Indies Population Census 1960), giving
a density of close to 1400 persons per square mile. This
makes the island one of the most heavily populated agri-
cultural regions in the world (Lowenthal 1957:447). Over
the past five years or 8o large scale emigration to~England

has acted as a temporary safety valve, yet population
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 expansion is one of the island's major socio-écénomic
problems. The heaviest concentrations are to be_found along
the leeward or western coast facing.the‘Céribbean.Sea.
Further'iniandAmoat’or the.rurél populationvis clustered in
small villages which are either plantation tenantries or
"free villages“ formed after emancipation'by ex-slaves who
were able to bﬁy lands from sub-divided plentations B
(Greenfiéld 1959:77). These small villages are never very
far from one another. In the rural areas, as one might ex-
pect, the pecpulation dénsity decﬁeaseé, but even within the
two parishes that form the bulk of the Scotland District,
St. Andrew and St. Joseph, there were, in 1960, 569.5 and
912.9 persons respectively per square mile, and these two
are the lowest-density parishes on the island.
Of the'island's total population, about 89.3 per
cent is Negro, 6 per cent colored or mixed, and 4.3lper Eent
-white, the other three-tenths of sa pér cent being comprised
of East Indians and other assorted ethnic groups (Table 2).
Emigration has somewhat altered the racisl ratios presented
in the 19&6 census, but even, ‘as of 1960, "...the white
minority...forms a larger proportioh of thé total population -
than in ény other part of the British Caribbean" (Lowenthal.
1957:468) .2

SPor example, according to the 1960 West Indies
Population Census, whites form 1.8 per cent of the population
in Trinidad and Tobago, .4, .7, .5, 2.3, and ,5 per cent in
Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucie, St. Vincent, and British
Guiana, respectively. ,
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The Political System: National and Local

Whites dominate much of the island's commercial and

'ecohbmig life as they have done throughout Barbados' history.
They‘lafggly control the sugar 1nduétfy and are bnominent-ésf
merchants, business men, etc. Hoﬁéﬁer; political power 15;'“
now clearly 1n}the hands of the'Negroes and colored, and in'
1961 only one of the 24 representatives to the House of
Assembly was white. ﬂAil the ministers and the Premier are
Negro, though whites can still be fourd in the higher levels

- of the civil service--albeit in decreasing numbers and pro-
portions. N

Barbados enjoys internal self-government with the

governor having nominal pqlitical duﬁies as representative
of the British Crown. The national law-making body, the
House of Assembly, was established in 1639. Until rgla-l |
tivgly recent times it was dominated by the whitgiplahtocracy,

| and, according to Starkey, functioned to “1,.protec£.the
interests.of the'upper classes by protecting bfoﬁerfy, aiding
agriculturevand commerce,.and relieving the laboring class
sufficiently to preyént aisturbahces..." (Starkey 1939:192).
Not long after these coﬁments'were made Barbados and other
West Indies islands experienced a number of riots. These
were followed by a series of reforms and changes, manifested
;n Barbados by the introduction of new types of social wei-
faré legisiation and by an.increase in the numbers of Negroes

entering polities. Negro bolitical representatibn has
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1ncreésed‘further a8 the income qualifications for votihg
were reduced, first in 1944 (when the franchise was also
extended to women), and then in 1950 when income qualifiejai
catiohs for voting were eliminsted and adult suffrage was
introduced.6 A ministerial éystgm of government was in-
augurated41h 1954, and the cabinet, which is formed by the
members~of the dominant pplitica; party, is the chief policy
making body of the island's qationﬁl government. 'MEmbérs»of
‘ the cabinét also s*t in the House of Aséembly as repre- |
sentativea of their paribh_constituencies. There are two
representatives from each of fhe island's eleven parishes
and two from the city of Bridgetown.
A new system of local government, replacing the 330
‘year old vestry system, was 1ntroduced on March 25, 1959.
As of that date, the eleven parishes, into ﬁhich the 1sland
had been divided since 1645, were grouped into three local
governmént édminiétrative units. Today, the Qoters of these
pariéheﬁ,elect representatives wha 8it on the local district
éouncil of wh;ch that parish is a part. These councils
(governed by elected officials but worked by étaffs of civil :

gervants) pérform such duties as the repair of certain types

6In the 1961 general elections sometHing like 61.7
per cent of the island's registered voters cast their votes
(Barbados Advocate, December 7, 1961). But the high turnout
of voters, in the rural areas especially, can be at least
partially attributed to the highly developed custom whereby
the candidates hire cars which ply the villages and trans-
port voters to the polls. For instance, about 85 per cent
of Chalky Mount's adult population is registered and of these
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of roads, upkeep of the alms houses, control of public
health facilities, public lighting, etc. Some of thesé
functions were formerly the responbibility of' the vestries.
The counéi;s,'as did the vestries before them, iérgely de-
rive their’operating funds from the taxga which they levy
‘upon lands and business entérprises carried out within the
area of thelr jurisdiction. Though vestry members were

, elected”for one year, and for the most part of Barbados'
history, as was pointed out, under & very limited voters!

' fréhchiae, today the couQC1i members are electéd for three
yeafﬁterms under the samé;s&étem of adult suffrage as pre-
ﬁéils in elections for fhe'national government.  ' |

With this brief introduction to Barbados we can now
deal with some of the diétihctive features of the Scotland
District, and then proceed to introduce the village upon
which this paper will focus. '

98.5 per cent voted in the 1961 general election. Voting
day 1s one of relative festivity, people get dressed in their
better clothes, and eagerly look forward to a drive to the
polls even preferring the newer model cars to the older ones.
It is doubtful, though still speculative, if such a high
proportion of Chalky Mount's registered voters would have
voted had there not been transportation provided for them.

In the local government elections held during January of
1962, the Barbados Advocate reported in its January 12
edition that only 30 per cent of the island's electorate
voted, but in Chalky Mount 50.4 per cent voted. Once again
this proportion, though lower than for the general election,
may in part be attributed to the cars and festive nature of

the situation . ~
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THE SCOTLAND DISTRICT

As mentioned above, the Scotland District is a
distinct physical zone of Barbados. It is situated in the vi
northeastern section of the island and covers an ares of
about 22-23 square miles, or approximately one-seventh of
the island's total land area. Supposedly named Scotland by
the earlier settlers because..it reninded them of the

- Scottish highlands, the district presents quite a different
aspect from the gentle and undulating topography of much of
the rest of the island. Claiming to be Barbados! highland
area, the hills--most less than 1000 feet and many just a
few hundred feet-éare not very high, and yet the overall

- aspect- presented is one of rugged and mountainous country
in miniature.

From Bridgetown along one'of the main hu;hways |
running northeast, the road gradually climbs over the rolling
hills of the Lowland and Upland plateaus to an altitude of
close to 1000 feet. This marks the rim of‘the Great Lime-
stone Cliff, a semi-circular limestone escarpment, which is
the natural barrier of the Scotland District and sets it off

A from the rest of the island (see Figure 1). From the height
of this cliff the road descends into the .rugged terrain of
the Scotland District itself. Some of the most}picturesque
views on the island may be had from various points along .
this c¢liff which extends northwest by southeast for 14-15

miles.
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For many years of Barbadian history this cliff
served to "isolate" the Scotland District from the rest of
the island, and as recently as the mid-1930's Starkey could
speak of the isolation and relative backwardness of the area
(1939:44-50). Even today, "urban" Barbadians are apt to
look upon the Scotland Diétfict ahd especially its population
a8 representing the epitome of rural 1life and the "backward-
ness of the country folk." The natural beauty end relative
ruggedness of the area haé attracted tourists, and the romgh
surfs and heavy winds that blow off the Atlantic make the
east coast an attractioh for motoring and wacationing
Barbadians from other parts of the island.

' The limestone.capping which covers most of Barbados
is absent in the Scotland District, some geologists believing
it to have_been removed by the sea and other geologic action
in the distant past. At any rate,

The Scotlahd Digtrict is geologically the oldest f
part of Barbados and consists of contorted grits,
silts, sandstones and sandy shales of marine
origin. Part of the submarine ridge on which =
Barbados lies has been raised by folding to form -
a8 dome 1in the centre of the Scotland District

and from:'this rivers radiate in deep gullies

which separate narrow inter-fluvial ridges. This

is'a very clearly defined geomorphological

region and is notab}e for its residual peaks,

such as Mount Hillaby and Chalky Mount, for its
rugged landscape and for the presence of some
permanent. short streams which flow to the sea
in deep narrow valleys (Barbados Annual Report
1958 and 1959:107).
These stféams are‘largely empty of water during most of the
year, but can £ill up very quickly during the torrentiél

downpours of the rainy season carrying with them thousands
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of gallons of water and tons of mud and silt which are swept
- out to sea. During especially heavy rains large parts of
the eastern coast are discolored by the sediment which is
poured into the sea by these now raging'rivers.
. Rainfall in the Scotland District is normally higher
than in the rest of Barbados, and a fall of 75-80 inches a
Year towards the higher parts--near the Great Limestone
cliffe--is oot uncommon, though in'other'parts of the Distr;ct
reinfall can drop as low as 45 inches per annum. Since it is
exposed to the winds that blow from the ocean, the district's
temperatures are generally lower than in other parts of
Barbados. Scotland soils are somewhat different also, and
cultivation in a number of areas is quite difficult because
of the steepness of the slopes and erosion.' Soil erosion
in the Scotland District poses a gfeater threat to agricul-
ture than in any other area of Barbados. These and other
related geographicel features .which affect the agricultural
economy of the region, especially the village of Chalky
:Mount, will be taken up in theunext chapter.A
About 97 per cent of the Scotland District's land
erea is within the three eastern coastal parishes of St.
Andrew,* St . Joseph and St. John. Of the Districﬁ's total
area, St. Andrew comprises approximately 57 per cent, St.
Joseph 27 per cent, and St. John 13 per cent, most of the
remaining 3 per cent or so lying in the inland parish of
St. Thomas. 'However, most (95 per cent) of St. Andfew's
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1ahd area, 63 per cent of St. Joseph's and 23 per cent of
St. John's are within the District. St. Andrew's parish,

~ then, is typical of the Scotland District in geological and
topogréphic terms. The houses of Chalky Mount, for the mostv
part, lie within the southeastern corner of St. Andrew,
while some fall into St. Joseph's parish. In all, Chalky
Mount lies at the apbroximate center of the eastern edges
of the Scotland District, and mosf of its houses are a

- little less than a milé or so from the island's eastern
coast (Figure 1). |

' Bellepleine, the former parish seét of St. Andrew,

can. be reached from‘Chalky Mount.by a 20 minute walk over
the footpaths which have been cut through the hills, 1In
Belleplaine one finds the nearest post office, the alms
house and parish doctor, a number of shops, the St. Andf;w
Aparish Anglican church, gas station, a high school, com-
munity‘centér, etc., and villqgere frequently go to |
Belleplaine for various types of busiheés and visiting. In
many ways the "town" offers the goods and services that =
coﬁnty”séat ﬁight offer elsewhere, though dependehcy on it
is ﬁuch less pronounced today than it was in the past.
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CHALKY MOUNT

Introduction
An hour's bus ride, or a half-hpﬁr's car ride over

eleven miles of a twisting and narrow route northeast from
Bridgetown brings one to,Chalky Mount. As one enters
Chalky Mount from the south (see Figure 1), one sees a
-handful of houses sprinkled on either side of this main
road (i.e., Bissex rqad) which, after passing through the
villagé for about 250 yards, then swings sharply to the |
east descending Coggins Hill to approximatély ses level

"~ where it joins up with highway number two--the main route
from Bridgetown to Belléplaine. However; if one were to
cshtinue north, for abéut‘275 yards, rather than descending
into the St. Andreﬁ'é valley, one would reach a fork with
two roads léading from it. One of these roads is Less
Beholden which déscends from a'height of_about 500 feet to
about 300 feet, dead-ending about 500 yards from the fork at
the site of an old windmill which used to serve the now
defunct plantation of Less Beholden. The other‘road, how-
eVef, is Chalky Mount--separated from Less Beholden by a
deep revine--which follows the ridge of a 500 foot hill for
about 1000 yards before it ends in the rugged and eroded'
landscape surrounding Chalky Mount peak (550 feet) from
which the village draws its name.

Many of ﬁhe village's houses are arranged, Stras-

sendorf fashion, along the three roads described above,
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e - though the bulk of the dwellings are to be found elong the

| ridge .over which Chalky Mount road étretches. Each of
these three roads indicates each of the three sections of
the village (i.e., Bissex, Less Beholden, and Chalky Mount),
though these sections have little significance and are
démarcated here only for reasons of introduction. Tb all

' intents and purposes they comprise one village--the village

fo Chalky Mount--and are discussed éollectively, for the
most part, in the ensuing discussions. The:seftlement
pattern and physical plan of the village can be best
grasped by.reference to Figure 2.

‘ Higtorx
Chalky Mount peak is indicated and named on the

earliest known map of Barbados (Ligon 1657)-~- but the first
direct evidence of habitation in the area derives from a -
will and a deed recorded in 1678 (Barbados Registry:Wills,
Vol. 13, folio 477; Deeds, Vol. 9, folio 577); These
documenté ciearly show that small (i.e., 40-50 acre) sugar
plantations, together with their complements of slaves, were
operating in the Chalky Mount area from the early days of
the island's settlement. All available evidence further
indicates that Chalky Mount's histbry reflects, in its.
major outlines, the .history of the island as a whole. The
triumvirate forces of plantations; slavery, and.sugar, which
are so dominant in Barbadian (and Caribbean) history were

manifest in Chalky Mount froﬁ earliest times. Yet, the
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village,’eépecially in the 19th century, had some relatively
1diosyncratic features with respect to the rest of Barbados.
For‘one, poor whites, in the 19th century, formed a

greétep percentagé of‘Chalky Mount'!s population than thgy‘
did:in non-Scotland Districtﬁyi;lages. Poor whites who, for
the most part, were themselves plantation tenants or their
descendents and had formed part of thevisland's militia
comprised a guasl or true peasantry (vide Geertz 1962:6) --
depending upon how one would like to define peésantrf--
"having certain obligationé to the plantations from which
some of ﬁhemvrented their lands. For the mbst part they
subsisted upon fqod érops and their livestock, the latter
belng a main source of cash. Sometime in the early or
middle 19th century, when these whites became more domihant
as small land owners, they began to grow arrowroot which was
to form the main cash erop on both white and Negro holdings
until the early 1940's. The whites, during the 19th century,
formed the main small land owning group of Chalky Mount
(see Chapter III). A number of'them were, as well, artisans
(though not potters) and shdpkeepgrg. They did not work for
the plantations as did most of Chélky Mount's Negro popula-
tioﬁ. Older informants, reflecting upon cdnditions within
their memories, mailntain that the two races “"got along good,"
and though there is evidence of rélatively'frequent misce-
genation,'intermarriages seem to have been rather}rare.

. There was (and still 1s) another distinctive feature

of Chalky Mount, aside from arrowroot and poor wh;tes--
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which %ere also common to a number of villages in the
Sbotland District--and this was its relatively small Negro-
dominated pottery industry, which by the mid-nineteenth
century was the only "cottage" 1ndustrj on the island. This
will be dealt with more extensively in Chapter V. In all,
" an extensive treatment of Chalky Mount's history would
udnecessarily extend the length of this chapter, though _'
historical materials will be presented in subsequent chapters
whenever it is felt that they can contribute to a better

understanding of the probiém or problems under discussion.

" Population

As of April, 1962, there were 5S4l persons living in

Chalky Mount (256 males, 289‘fema1es), 62 per cent of whom
were twenty years old or younger (see Table'3) The smallest
number of persons is found in the 21-40 age group and this
seems to be due largely to the recent emigrations to England
These - emigrations, part of a West Indies-wide phenomenon,
have affected, among other things which will be dealt with
-later not only the village's internal labor supply

(Chapter III), but also the income of a number of its house-
‘holds. It should be added that 520 persons are Negro, 19
are colored, and 5 white. Over the past forty or fifty
years whites have decréased both in proportion-and in number.
A person is considered colored if at least one parent was
said to be white; but if more remote ancestors were to be

included and other Barbadian phenotypical eriteria were
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appllied, the colored;group might be enlargediat thé expense
of fhe Negroes. The proportions of Negro to colored to
white are comparable to the proportions for the remainder
of the Scotland District, and for most of the rest of the
island except for the urban areas which have a larger con~-

centration of colored and whites (Table 2).

Chalky Mount as a Communi@z

The,settlements or villages of rural Barbados are
tdo well integrated into the island, and the i1sland itself
is too small to permit one to'speak of cultural and/or
institutional isolates. Nor can any of these territorial
units be considered'as sociologically or écbnomically inde-
pendent. Enougﬁ of Chalky Mount's social and cultural
characteristics will be presented to show Just how greatly
dependent upon the wider island the village 1is and how much
of the iInsular culture it reflects. An attempt will also be‘
made to show hbw the networks of social and economic relations
in which the villagers find themselves extend far beyond the
confineé of the geographically delimited area upon which
this presentatién is focused. Without atﬁempting to enter
into the often poiemical discussions surrounding the defini-
tion‘anq_use of the concept community 1h both anthropology
and soclology, we can nevertheless think of Chalky Mount,
in a iimited sehse, as being a community. We can speak
of it as a community largely because the physical proximity

of the houses and the occupations of most of the adults
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produce a situation wherein most of the people resident in
the 71llage spend more of thelr working and recreational
. time 1n~the company of each other than in the company of
outsiders, i.e., most of the daily activities of most of
the population take place within the relatively circum-
scribed area of Chalky Mount and its environs. M. @. Smith's
almost neutral and non—committal definition of a community
fits our purpose well: |
By a community, I shall mean a field of social
relations based on regular face-to-face &ssoci-
ations between persons. Such face-to-face
assoclations ilmply co-exlistence within a defined
area; and the simple fact of recurrence in such
soclal contacts together with the likelihood
that this will continue for some indefinite
period, makes for some elements or levels of
patterning. (1956:295)
‘It is in this sense that Chalky Mount can be considered a
community, and for this reason the terms community and
‘ viliage willl be used interchangeably. The definition of

village followed here is that presented in Notes and Queries:

A village may be defined as a territorially
separate collection of homesteads, which is
regarded as a distinet unit and of such a size
that its inhabiltants can all be personally
acquainted (Royal Anthropological Institute

1954:64) .
Although the term village i1s more specifically intended to
connote the physical aspects of Chalky Mount, and the con-
cept community the socilal and cultural, it does not seem
£o'be of great importance to preserve these-distinétions

rigidly for purposes of the discussion that follows,
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It should be pointed out that the term village
sometimes has a special connotation in Barbados. It usually
refers.fo-habitational clusters whose lénds,are not owried

'by planfations. These are distinguished from plantation
ténantries where, though the houses may Se owned, the lands

| upon Which they are placed are owned by the plantatiohs and
rented from them. In this sense, Chalky Mount is neither

'"entirely a "free village nor entirely a tenantry, but com-
bines both forms of ‘land tenure in terms of housespots and
working lands. | ‘ _ } ’

To speak of Chalky Mount, fhén, as a community in
ndf;ay implies that the village functiohsAas a cbrporate
unit. For instance, Chalky Mount is very much a part of the
island!s natioﬁai and 1§ca1 governmental system, but |
persons do not poiitiéaiiy represent Chalky Mount gua
Chalky Mount nor is the village defined as an administra-
tive unit., Also there are no groups, secular or otherwise,
which can make decisions for the village as a whole or
significant'pérts of 1t.

Thene are no formal leaders other than the religious
ones, but the influence of these leaders beyond the 1mmed1-
ate confines of their own churches is negligible. There
are two civilian constables, both members of the community;
and though they'are legally empowered'to make arrests, in
practiqé they have extremely  limited authority. The village
is under the police Jurisdictionaof the District F:pélice ’

station--about a mile away. Here 1s also located the
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District's magistrate's court in which the villagers"
serious disputes and complaints are ad judicated, but this
court serves all of St. Joseph's parish and a good part of
St. Andréw's as well. In all, Greenfield's statement about
the village he studied in the parish of St. George is, as
well, applicable to Chalky Mount:
Though the inhabitants of Enterprise Hall do not
form an integrated sociological community, they
see themselves as "Enterprise people” as dis-
tinguished from the inhabitants of other villages
-and plantation tenantries. There is a sense of
‘historical connection to a place of residence
with specific neighbors, rather than one of
membership in a functioning community....Thou
there are no legal boundaries (to the village.
there 18 informal agreement as to where each
village begins and ends.(1959:78).
The people of Chalky Mount are in more-or-less.
ready agreement as to which houses belong to the village
- and which do not. And while the boundaries of the village
are less easy to define the residents agree that Chalky
Mount is a geographical area which is differentiated from
other areas both in name and by expanses of cultivated or
uncultivated lands_upon‘which there i1s 1little or no habita-
tion. In all, Chalky Mount's population feels itself part
of a common territorial'unit and identifies this unit as
Chalky Mount. Althpugh a great deal of day-to-déy inter-

action takes,pléce among the~v111age's residents, and
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8; percent were born there (another 15‘per-¢ent come from
within a 2500 yard radius of the village), there is no

strong local feeling, no_"esprit-de»corps,":and}no locgl,'
‘1nstitﬁ£iqns'wh1¢h help to unite the village's,populétién.
into & functioning and.corporate sociological community, -
i.e., Smith!s'étatement that'"...commﬁnity structure is

informal in character..." (1956:309) fits Chalky Mount well.

Social and Cultural Characteristics of the Community

_Thevpeople of Chalky Mount form a relatiVelyuhomd-ll.
geneous'cultural group which reflects the éulture"bf
Barbados' rural lower class. Although there are some
distinct wealth differences among the villagers, most of
the popuiatibn, with some minor exceptions, falls within
the lower soclo-economic class of Barbados.; in fact, the
most frequent expression the villagers use to refer to.
themselves as a collectivity is "we poof people" which has
a connotétion expréséiﬂg not only limited monetary fesources,
but a "way of life' as well; and this "way of 1ife" and the
occupations the villagers pursue are sufficient indices of
class position setting tﬁg_people of Chalky Mount off from
the Barbadian urban and rural middle and upper classes. To
itemize these cultural items and customs--though, needless

to say, there is an enormous amount of cultural
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overlap between all classes of Barbados--is unnecessary
here, but to consider the cléas membership of the'villagers
along purely economic lines--in spite of the wealth dif-
ferences among them--would be misleading.
In all,}then, the relative'éultural homogeneity of
Mlthe villagers prevails, regardiess of wealth, occupation,
and property ownership, and farvovershadows whatever dif-
, .ferences exist. Although there are culﬁural variations
within the village, e.g., secondar& schodl-éducated
children and the parental‘generation, teenagers and adults,
etc., these are not sufficient to set off particular groups
within the village from their counterparts in other villages
of the island, nor to aiign these groups with any bﬁt;the
| rural lower class of Bérbédds.‘ ' | |
There are no'fdrmal secular associations based
within the community. A social club, formed in 1960 under
the initiative of one of the school teachers (a reaident df: 
Belleplaine) had a short life of five months or so. An
attempt mede by the government cooperative officer to instig'
tute a cooperative among the village's potters had a brief
success in 1962, but by the time I left the field in July
of 1962 the cooperative was moribﬁnd. The crickét club, |
which is found in a humber'of Barbadian villages, is lack-
ing in Chalky Mount--perhaps bécause.there 1s a shortage of
level land available for a playing field; yet most Chalky

Mounters of all ages and both sexes are devotees of the
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game, and small chiidren can of'ten be found playing‘ )
cricket in the roads using the stem of4a palm ;eaf for a
bat and empty beer bottles for a wicket--one of the most
common sights to be seen in rural Barbados. -There uséd to
be a Friendly Society (i.e., mutual aid burial séciety)
headquartered in the village but this was disbanded & num-
ber of years ago; yet Friendly Soc}étiés“have-more members
in the“villagé'than any cher secular oréanization. Sixty-
four per cent of éhe perébﬁs‘{6 years gnd'ovenlbelong to
Friendly Societies and quite‘affew of these bélong to more
than one. Children undér sixteen Beloﬁg as well, and many
qf those who claimed no membership used to belong to the
one on Chalky Mbunt. None of the plantation'workers--the
single largest occupational category--belong to the
Barbados Workers' Union, although there were a couple of
abortive atfempts made a few years ago to unioniée them.

| The typehgf 1ocai-a§sociations which are fundamental
to the village's social organization are the four Protestant
churches or "meeting hallé" which cater not only to Chalky
Moﬁnt's population but tq the popﬁlation of surrounding |
villages as well; and these are part of an island;W1de~net-';'
work whose top officialdom resides outside the village.
.Though forty-six per cent of the adults in Chalky Mount
state their religious affiliation as the Church of England
(i.e., Anglicaﬁ) a minérity of them regularly attend this
church. They, and most others in the village, prefer one of
the meeting halls in the village itself. The lack of
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aﬁtendance at Ahglican churches cannot be attributed solely
to their diatance‘from the village, but also to the greater
emotional appeal that the fundamentalist churches have. |
Yet; the majority of villagers, regardless of stated affili-
ation, patfonize the Church of England (especially the

”vparish ehurch in Belleplaine) for such events as baptisms,
weddings, and funerals.

-The-meeting halis are important recreational outlets
~ not ohly for the.peeﬁle who regularly attend them--a miqori-
fty»_of the total adult population--but for those ﬁnho are

- frequenply feund'odteiae listening to. the services w;thih.
".The oﬁtsiders often number more than those'attendihg, and
' this is even more true during the annual revival week when
congregations from other villages with their own meeting J-
halls come into Chalky Mount. In all, the churches,
informal congregating in the rum shops, "walking up de
road" at nighf visiting and gossiping with friends and/or
, kinsmen, or simply staying at home listening.to rediffusion,
are the major regular recreational'eutlets'fep Chalky
Mount's population.

Occasienally, a mobille ciheme unit stops at the yard
of a-neighbofing plantation and the films are attended by
many of the men and boys. Sometimes,-some of the younger .
people, especially during the cane harvest seaeon, will go
into town for a movie, but most of the.population has neven

been to a commercial cinema. Most of the people go:inte“

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



56

Bridgetown at least once a month7 elther to take care of
some form of business (e.g., cash a remittance check, make'
a deposit in the gbvernment savings bank) or to shop, and
trips of this kind also form a major type of diversion.
Sometimes there are dances in Belleplaine which are largely
attended by the younger men,'bbth married and unmarried.
While I was in Qhalky Mouhf the new headmaster of the.schooln
organized a dance on the Queen's birthday. This was the
first evént of its kind ever held in the village and was
heavily attended by maies and females of all ages. On
Bank Holidays the meeting halls or persons from outside the
village might sponsér an‘"exqursion" in which a bus is
rented and people, for a fee, are taken on an outing to

. some spot on the island. Bringing their own food and drink
they will be gone for the better part‘of the‘day. Natioﬁal
Holldays (which can as well be bank holidays Qnd.are L
largely adopted from English ones) e.g;, Guy ﬁawkes day,_
are celgbrated»;o a'minor extent, though;such holidays_as
Christmas and Eaéter, especially the forﬁer, command the -
most attentilon. Theréuwére a few heavily attended ppliticél
meetings in the village during the 1961 élections, but

these are a relatively new experience for the villagers.

TFor instance, of a random sample representing 55
per cent of the village's 16 and over population, 56.7 per
cent traveled to Bridgetown between one and five times dur-
ing the months of March or April, 1962. Another 9 per cent
went to town from 6 to 10 times during one of these months.
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The rum shops are the most common-loci of informal
doﬁgregating by Chalky Mount males, although those who
claim fundamentalist church membership_generally,refrain
from ioitering in them. Teenage boys and giris, espec;ally
on Saturdaylhighf,‘are apt to congregate~at one of the rum
shops which is located at the junction of the main road
descending into St. Andrew's valley, not only because the
road recelves more traffic than Chalky Mount road, but be-

" cause of the attraction of a juke box which was installed
a few years ago. Plantation workeré usually gathe: in the
rum shops during "hard times" and when rain prevents them
from working. They often play whist and dominogs but there
1s no gambling, and except for Saturday nights and Sunday
mornings, the drinking is relatively light.

- Most of the people are in bed by 9 or 9:30 except forﬁl
those who go to a "prayer meeting" at one of the mission
halls, or on Saturday nights when many of the men and the
younger folk are épt to stay up'longer. On nights when the
moon is "bright" and the sky cloudless most of the popu-
lation stays up for a few hours beyond normal bedtime
gossiping, joking, and arguing, In all, as it is locally
put, they are "enjoying.de moonlight," and on such nights
the village presents quite a different aspect of activity
than it does on moonless and cloudy nights. Funeral at-
tendance and participation 1n'w;dd1ng parties, both as

invited or uninvitéd guests,‘are also major recreational
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.outiets, but, in all, the normal recreational life of the
villagers, as I said, revolves arouhd the mission halls,
‘shops, and informal visiting among friends and/or kinsmen.
An 1tinerant evangelist, East Indian traderslﬁho
~have regular customers on "The Mount," tourists who come to
see the potters, and the various delirerymen who reguiarly
deliver goods te the shops, are the most frequent outsiders
(1.e., persons not from the village er nelghboring villages)
who come up to Chalky Mount.
' There are 139 "buildings" in the village. One
hundred and sixteen of these are occupled houses, and 16
are unoccupied houses. There 1is a free primary school which
was built about ten years ago by the government; and which
caters to the children of surrounding villages as well, one
government built bath house (which is infrequently used -and
[, rarely has water), four meeting halls, and one detached
- shop. There are four other shops as well, but these are
attached to the homes of their owners. Some of these five :
shops are more elaborately stocked with goods than others
and three of them ser#e beer, and rum. Foodstuffs purchased
in the shops normally supplement what has been bought in
town, since 76 per cent of the households acquire most of
their food in Bridgetown--a few others buy food in
Balleplaine. In all, the shops in Chalky Mount, though
they play an important role 1hrthe village economy, are not
the main channels through which honey flows out of the

village.i Itinerant traders, Belleplaine shops, énd, ahove
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all, Bridgetown play important roles. The latter's role in
consumption has increased enormously ovér the years'aé the
villagers! cash resources have increased and improved |
transportation facilities have put -the capital within ready
access of the village. |

Only three housesnin'ChalkyAMount have electricity,
and these are in the vicinity of the school (see Figure 2);
The electric poles terminaté‘at the school and were erected,
at government expense, especially to serve 1t. The costs
involved in bringing electficitj to the rest of the village
would be prohibitive from any single individual's pqint of
view, but a modest cboperative attempt to bring electriéity
failed in 1960. Most of the remaining houses of the village
rely upon kerosene storm lamps for night lighting, though
the shops, meeting halls, and an occasional home are lit by
more elaborate pressure lamps of the Coleman type . ’

There are only four radios in the village--three of .i'
them'beihg battery operated. However, 33.6 per cent of the
occupied houses have°fediffusihn, while an additional 26 per
cent had it until relatively recently but gave it up for
a'variéty of reasons, most of which relate to the $2.00
monthly rental fee. There are ho regular newspaper sub-
scribers in the village, though a handful of thé men who
work in town read a hewspaber fairly regularly. Most of

the village's adult population have some reading ability,
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‘though magazines and books, other than the Bible, are
exceédingly rafe except for households contéining secondary
school students who haveAa variety of textbooks;
The village water supply 1s_errat1c,’and there can

be an actual scarcity eSpeciaily during the crop season.

The reasons for this lie less with theliéland{s water fe-
sources for domestic use than with the viilage's‘physical |
location relative tovthe main water lines. Many times it 1s
extremely difficult for adequate pressure to build up in |

" the main which serves the village'!s branch lines. During |
most of any given day it is not unusual to find'the stand-

| pipes which serve the village without water. Sometimes
during the crop seasdﬁ--whichlis also the dry season--these
standpipes ﬁay not yield‘water;for as much as four or filve
days. 1In cases of this kind villagers have to wéik;as mach
as a mile or more up the hiil§ in order to fill their
buckéts, or rely upon the undépendabie schedule of water
tank trucks semt from Bridgetown. |

Theqvillage has four sfandpipeg,‘one of which serves

Bissex, another Less Beholdén, aﬁd two, spaced abéut 300~
400 yards apart, serve Chalky ﬁount Road. Early in the
morﬁing or léte at night, the times at which water is
generally avallable, women and_childfen (sometimés older
males) wait their turn around the standpipes,in order to
111 up their buckets which they then head back to'their

houses. Every house, as is common in rural Barbados, has a
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lérge 50 gallon o0il drum (or smaller capacity wooden barrél)
in which the household's water supply is kepﬁ,. Siﬁce water
is only available at certain times, smail crowds often form
at the.sfandpipéshﬁhile each persoh waits his turn, and'be-
cause of this the étandpipes function as loci for gdssip
and news. Only ten (8.6 per cent) of the occupied houses
ére equipped with their own water pipéé, but since private
water pipes fit into the main branch lines these houses
are not assured any more regular supply than those without

| pipes. In the days before‘public,Standpipes'weré available,
water was takeﬁ_fr@m springs thathwquld forﬁ near the sur-
face in some of the ravines. Hoﬁses were more dispersed
in those days as well, but sincé the introduction of stand-
pipes virtually all of the houses are clustered along the
sides of the main roads within relatively easy access of
the waﬁer supply. In fact, one of the more_frequent
reasons given for changing’the location of a house.is to be

in a more convenient positionAwith respect to a standpipe.8

8Although most houses have been on the same spot
for twenty years or more (not necessarily, however, with the
‘same occupants) the most frequent reasons given for moving
a house reflect the desire to be on one's own, as opposed
to rented, land, and/or to be in s more convenient location
vis-a-vis the water supply. Cases wherein persons have
moved because of their being evicted from plantation lands
are relatively rare, though many of the village's house-
spots are rented from neighboring plantations (see below).

- ~Houses are constructed in such a manner that they
can be readily dismantled in order to be moved. House-
moving requires a group of men (sometimes up to twenty or
so) and is about the only regular form of non-pecuniary
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-Kinship, Households, ‘and HOuses .
4 Kinship is feckoned bilaterally. There 1s a
relatively loose form of "kindred organization [whereinﬂ
'every individual is surrounded by a set of consanguines who
have some mutual rights,.obligations, and responsibilities
toward him" (Davenport 1961:462), and distin'ct'i.on's,'are. also
 made Between c1ose and distant relatives. These,geeturee
Vare broadiy'eheracteristicvof most Negro communitiesvreA |
ported on in the British Caribbean (vide R.T. Smith 1963).
. in nost-céses‘the Chalky Mount household comprises some |
iﬁind of'fanily'group, but .the righfs and obligatione that
flow between kin when household boundaries;are‘crossed
seem to have little function in economic affeirs--especially
in 1and exploitative activities. These kinship obligations
often become ideologlcal supports when, for instance, iabor
relationships are fromed between related persons of dif-
ferent households, rather than being determiners. of such
relationships (Chapters III and V). Further, the kinship
system 1s not very‘extensive, geneologies are relatlvely

shallow, and kinship ties outside of the household=--except

"communal labor that can be found in the community. The

- only person who 1s pald 1s the carpenter who directs the
whole operation from the dismantling of the house to its
erection on a new spot. However, the householder is ob-
liged to Provide 1ight refreshments in the form of rum and
"bisculits" for the rest of the participants who are usually
friends and/br kinsmen,
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those that govern the sending of remittances--usually have
minimal effects upon the householdis economic status.
Although there are no corporate kin groups as such with-
in Chalky Mount, sometimesda loose family group formed of
"near" kin from'different households‘will "own" land in
common, but cases of this kind are in a definite minority
(Chapter III). |

| It is beyond the scope of this paper to concentrate
upon the family as such and delve into a discussion of kin-
ship relations in Chalky Mount. The contemporary structure
and funetioning--to say nothing of the historical develop-
ment--cf the Negro. lower:class family is a complex subJect,
and is the focus of a great deal of controversy in the

| British~Caribbean literature (vide Greenfield 1962,
M.G. Smith 1962b., R.T. Smith 1963).  Here, I will simply .
point out that the household is the basic social and
economic unit invthe community, and wider kinship relation-
ships seem to play a 1imited'role in land exploitative'
activities and the‘economic arrangements related to‘these,
but thewhousehold‘is 8tlill the most important soclal unit
that interiocks with these activities. It must be stressed,
however, that.the household is in a dubious position as a

unitlof_producticn for, as was pointed-out in Chapter I'
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?

exploiting unit as such.’ It is, however, the major unit of
consumption, most earned cash being fuﬁnelled'ipto it and
mdst cash expenditures béing made for it. }
‘It should'be noted here that although pérsons may
be involved in the same domestic econohy and $haré a
commoﬁ_dwellihg, they do ﬁot necessarily have to "share
common productive‘fegourcégland liabilities" (M.G; Smith
‘1962b:13, sée aléo Davenport 1961:435). These latter
characteristics, as ﬁés poiﬁtéd out in.Chapter I and as
wiil be dealt with again in Chapter VI--where the hbuse-
héld's'role as a unit of production will be made more ° -
explicit--seem to be more a feature of British Caribbean
"peasant" communities than of -villages such as Chalky |
- Mount. ,The household's position with respect to the land-
based éomplexes will also become clearer‘as these complexes
are discussed in subsequent chapters.
Most recent discussions of the British Caribbean
Negro family and household have been careful to distinguish
between these two units and to stress that the household
‘is a group '"the mémbers of ﬁhich'eat and dwell together as
a rule" (M.G. Smith 1962b:13, see also R.T. Smith 1956:51
and Greenfield 1962). Employing this definition; theh,

y 9With respect to pottery, the household's function
as a unit of production seems somewhat devient in some-
cases, but this deviency is cancelled as certain pottery
households and individuals become involved in other land-
based complexes and/or income producing activities

(Chapter V).
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there are 117 households in Chalky Mount. In all but one

case ohesetunits are demarcated by residence in separate
..houses. The one‘exception 1s a house oontaining two related
'vnuclear families, but each is completely independent of the

other, their common residence being a temporary arrangement

because one family's house had burned down Just prior to

the commencement of my 1961 field work. ‘

Of course, the definition of household used in this ~
paper, though generally applicable does not take into
account certain infrequent variations. For instance, in a
few cases an elder parent living alone might sleep in a
house.epart from, but adJaeent to,'e married child's house,
and mighfieet and have his clothes washed and ironed in
that chlld'!s household.' In other cases, younger children'
might sleep in a grandparent'!s house, aid in the maintenance
of that house and perform Qerious'domestic chores, but in‘
other respects suoh as meals, clothes washing, etc. they
participate in their parent's household. Similarly, a man.
might be residing with one woman contributing to her and
their chilldren's upkeep; and yet contribute as well to.. .
anotner woman's houseﬁold. Patterns such as these, though
of intereet'and importance for a discussion of family |
structure and relationships, seem to have little significance

.for the kinds of problems I am concerned with in this
paper. In fact, it 1s not necessary here to_become overly

detailed on the nature of 'the household wnit. I will
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point out certain of its features, hqwever, in order to
relate it demographically to the'land;based'économic
complexes. _

There are 64 households (or 54 per cent of}the
total) that contain a sexually cohabiting pair of adults,
and 58 of these households also include children.v These

children may belong to one or both of the adults, and/or.
be‘gfandchildren of one or both. In 50 of these 64 house-
“holds the adults are legally married. |

. There are 24 housého1ds which contain only one
‘female adult with her chiidfen and/or grandchildren, and 10
households with one female'adqit-ahd'at'least one of her
adult children, male or female. These ten households
might’also include other children and/or grandchildren. The
34 "female-headed" households (29 per cent of the total)
,inglﬁde“7‘"heads",who are marriedf In most cases their
husbands are emigrees in England §r contract laborers on
United States farms. These 34 households also include a

number of widows and “divorcees"lo

80 that the incidence of
marriage is more freqﬁent than these figures might suggest.
Nineteen (16 per cent of the total) households are

divided among three other "types." Fourteen of these are

;QDivorce is rarely a legal court-recognized one.
Married people who, after a while and for whatever reasons,
cease to cohabit often consider themselves as divorced.
One or both spouses may begin a common-law union with some-
one else.
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single'occupancy households (some of which contain'widows
and "divorcees"), four contain an adult male with his
children end/bf grandchlildren, and one is composed of two
male minors. In sum, the most frequent type of household
in Chalky Mount is one containing a sexually cohabiting
pair of married adults together with their children and/or
grandchildren. . .

 The #illage's.modal household (Table 5) is compoeed
of 6 perSons, 2 person households being the next most fre-
quent type. These two types account for abont 26 per cent
of Chalky Mount's population. Another 29 per cent live in
three to five person houéeholds so that about 55 per cent
of.the village'e population lives in households conteiningL
from two to six persons. For the village as a whole, " there
are an average of 4 6 persons per household but 313 of ,
'these (out of a total population of 5uli) are children under
16 and adults over 65 (Tables 3 and 5). There are, then,
231 adults, an average of 1.9 persons.per househpld, who
are in a position to devote their labor to the ma jor pro-
duction complexes that are discussed in this paper. This
18 somewhat of an oversimplifieation for not all the 231
adults cited above participate. On the other hand some of
the 15 and under and some of the 65 and .over age group are
involved to some degree with these complexes. Nevertheless,

some general idea of household labor resources can be
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gained from these figgres. In most éases daté forﬁa'mére
definitive statement are simbly lacking. |
Many householda,are short of able-bodied laborers
when labor demand peaks are reachéd in certain phases of
vsuch bomplexea as small-scale sugar cahé farming (Chapter
'III), and the sexual division of labor within these com-
.plexes, e.g., only adult males cut sugar cane, oftén
/ functions to diminish'household labor resources even further.
Consequently, héuseholds which engage in one or more land-
based complexes (with the exception of plantation wage-~
labor) are often fofced to seek help in vafious tasks from
members of.other households. The nature of these tasks
will be shown in subéequent chapters, but the fact that
extra-héusehoid.kinship rights and obiigations perform
minimel functions in the land-based complexes, and that
labor is most often hired for cash, further pbints to the
need for cash on the part of Chalky Mount households. That
is, not only do persons engége in cash-prodﬁcing activities
to maintain and increase their standards of consumption,
but they often need cash in order to be able to efféctively
participate in the cash-producing actiyities of their
choice. o ’
Houses.- Close to 80 per cent of the villagers live
in houses which have an aversge floor space of between 180
to 324 squsare feet; yet, in spite of the frequent congestion

~of persons and the cluttering of household appurtenances,
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houses are normally tidy. The wooden floors are usually
scrubbed at least once a'monfh:énd an intensive house |
éleaning usually takes place at Christmas timé; Y#fds are
f:equently sweﬁt,(and, desplite the often shabby 1ﬁteriop,and

'Ae#tefior houses display,'most houseowners and houéeholds '
take pride in the;r dwe;liﬁgs.

The houée, then, has a'social value far and ébove
its physical shelter function, and it can be safely said
that in the villagers' property system houses are ranked
second to land in importance. The houses represent a con-
siderable expenditure. About 96 per cent are made of wood,
mostly imported Canadian Pine, and cost between $900-$1000
(B.W.I.) to build. "Sheds"--the most common type of
addition--cost about half this. Few people are in a
positioh_to afford the sums of money needed for houses, and

conseqdently many rely on'loans.,l1 In addition, a large

1lTn former days 1t was customary for plantation
owners, lumber companies in town, and even solicitors to
extend these loans to the lower class, but today most
people rely on the facilitles of the Barbados Housing
Authority--a governmental agency. Though loans are avail-
able for a varilety of purposes from the eonstruction and
repalr of a house to the purchase of a housespot, only per-
sons of the working class are eligible to receive them.
As of 1962 a person 1s defined as a member of the working
class, for housing loan purposes, if his (or her) income
averages $40 or less a week., By this definition virtually
every adult in Chalky Mount would easily qualify for housing
loans, and 64 per cent of the 84 per cent of houseowners
for whom I have information have received government loans.
In most areas these were used to help buy construction
materials and pay a carpenter to build a new house.
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and continual expenditurevthat_Chalky Mountlhoueeholds have
involves the physical maintenance of the house end'sup-
plying and.replacemeht of internal furnishings. The desire
to repair, enlarge, and even paint houses, to add kitchens
"and outdoof"prlvles, and to furnish them with items,thet
range from kerosene stoves to artificial flowers; si&e-'
boards, caned chairs, linoleum flooring, beds,'glasses;'
pots and pans, and a host of other appurtenances plays a"
vefy prominent role in motivafing the villagers towards
the acquisition of cash. Some persons even'carry fire in-
surance on their hoﬁses.12
Consequently,‘houses incorporate and are the source
of a host of "culturally createdhneeds," which, for the
most part, cah only be setisfied with cash. And the degree
of structural elaboration, often-times in minor details,
and the extent and nature of interior furnishings are among
the key indices by which one may judge the relative afflu~
ence of a household.
Ninety-seven of Chalky Mount's occupied houses are
"owned" by persons resident within them. Of these 97 houses,
66 are'"owned" by males end.Bl by females--most of the
latter having‘inherited the houses upon the death of a -

12o¢ the 82 houses for which I have 1nformation, 18
are insured against fire loss.
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parent or spouse. There are, however, a variety of ways in
which a house can be owned. These range from outright
ownership with all debts paid and the right to. alienate to -
a type of cOmmunal<ownership--(analogous to "family iand"---
Chapter III)---wherein the household head is‘the custodién
of.the house for his iﬁmediate_family group which might be
residentially quite dispersed. He cénnot, however, alienéée '
or sell the'house'without the apppoval'bf other claimants
to it--though he can move it to another spot.

Fifty-four per cent of Chalky Mbunt's houses were
purchased by their owners, and 23 per cent were inherited
in a variety of ways (Table 4). In some_cases--the cate-
gory "Neither" in Table 4--no one person'reéident in the
house'makes aﬁy kind of proprietorship'claim upon it. In
most cases of this kind the house belongs to a close
cbnsanguineal or affinal kinsman who is abroad.

Unlike the houses themselves, where ownership is
the rule, 49 pér cent of the ﬁousegpots are rented, and
most of these (68 per cent) are rented from plantations
whose lands border the village (Tablé 4). The remaining
rented housespots are rented from other small holders who
are either living in the village or who aré former resi-
dents of the village now living in other parts of Barbados
or abroad. Close to 40 per cent of the housespots are
owned by a household resident while in 13 cases--the

categdry “"Neither" in Table U4--persons are living rent
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free upbn the land, and adjacent to the house, of a close
kinsman who is resident in Chalky Mount. 15
In all, since 33 6 per cent of the total housespots
.'in the village_are rented from plantations one can say that
fﬁé:village is roughly one-third a plantation tenantry.
'However, 1h most'caSes, peféons who rent houseSpots, if
they rent workingvlaﬁd as well, rent this working land in
another area (though it may be rented from the same plan-‘
tation). Even those who own their housespoté can rent
pasture and/or working lands from the plantations as well.
Chalky Mount, then, has elements both of a "free village"
and of a plantation tenanﬁry, but to discuss the community
in these opposing terms, as I said befbre, does not seem |
to be of significance in cons;dering the contemporary' |
Siltuation with respect to land tenure, use, and exploitative

activities.

Occupations and Economic Life

A sultable occupational classification for Chalky
. Mount's adult population 1s difficult to achieve for, as
was indicated in Chapter I, quite a few persons have a

number of occupational roles and/or sources of income.

13For a more extensive discussion see the section on
working land tenure and mode of acquisition in Chapter III.
Much of what applies to working lands applles, as well, to
housespots.
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Comitas' discussion of "occﬁpationai plurality" in rural
Jamaica (1964) is, as-weli,Aapplicable.to the Chglky Mount
situation. "‘» | . |

| "Occupatibnal plurality" 1is deflned as ﬁa condition

'wheféin the modal adult is éystematically éngaéed in a
number of gainful activities which form for him an inte-
grated economic complex" (Comitas 1964:41). This concept
is offered by Comitas to describe a distinct socio-economic
"stratum" which includes about 50 per cent of Jamaica's
rural population--a population which he finds "not easily
accounted for in any of the taxonmomic formulations pre-
sently available for thé Caribbean aréa" (196L:41). For
Comitas,,phls_population forms the "nexus of a socio-
economic type:significantiy different‘frpm eilther the
peasant, fafmer, or plantation‘typés which hold'for other
population segments of fural Jamalca®™ (1964:41),
_ An important characteristic of "occupstional

| pluralists"--although obviously one that 1is not unique to
them--is that they do not "own orlcontrol suffigient land
to earn a living solely through agriculture" (Comitas
1964:42), and quite often the lands they do hold are of
marginél agricultural potential. Further, " ,..the various
fragments of a farm are [often] held under different forms
of land tenure, complicating both the legal positibn and
the economic utilization of land" (Comitas 1964:42).

Citing agricultural statistics, Comitas points out that

-
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6lose_to 70 per cent of all Jamaican farms are under 5-
acres, and about 22 per éént are: less than one acre; For
_ Barbados as a whole 98 per cent of the 27,912 farms are
under 5 acres, and 85 per cent are under 1 acre (West Indies
Census of Agriculture 1961). In Chalky Mount 98 per cent
of the working lands are under 5 acres, and 69'per cent are
one acre or iess (Table 12). These figures, aside from any
- other evidence,'point up similarities betﬁeen Chalky Mount
and sections of rural Jamaica, and reflect that in Chalky
Mount--as in Jamaica--"it 1s the rare land holder who can
depend on cultivation alone,'éither for subsistence or for
profit, and not exert addlitional economic effort in other
directions" (Comitas 1964:42). |
" Without going into detail on Comitas' paper, we:
can sumharize it by état1ng that much of it is concerned
with pro&iding evidence to support his qajor contention--
a contention.that is best summarized in the follﬁWing
quote:
...1f relatively large numbers of ﬁeople have
managed a balance between the plantation and
peasant systems or have constiltuted extgemely

eccentric verslions of a pure peasaqpryl over
long periods of time, theyfprobably have formed

Mpor instance, Padilla mentions that "a variety of
peasant types can be found in the Caribbean” (1957:25). She
groups these peasants into three main types, the most
attenuated one being described thus: "Landholders who sell
their labour to estates or plantations and who supplement
their cash income with production on thelr own land. For
this they in turn may have to hire labour, as occurs among
some of the landholders growing sugar cane in Barbados,
Jamaica, Puerto Rico, and Cuba™ (1957:25).
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qualitatively different strucural arrangements.
Among such people in rural Jamaica, the chronic
condition of occupational multiplicity has
influenced the form and nature of their social
contours and has produced a social entity dis-
tinct from those whose structural arrangements are
based on just one general occupation. We are
confronted, then, with another recognizable
type which requires separate classification and
analysis and which, for want of a better term
ga? be called the occupational pluralist (l96£

As I have suggested before, "occupational plurality,"
seems to be a characteristic'of‘significant numbers of |
Chalky Mount's population, and is a much finer conceptual
tool for portraying the socio-economic segment this popu-
lation represents. The concept of "occupational plurality,"
then, will -permit a much clearer analysis of Chalky Mount's
eccnomic-life, and will be further utilized in the con-
cluding chapter of this paper. At this point, however, I
am more interested in presenting an overview of. the
village's occupational structure while at the same time
trying to point out the difficulties of thinking of Chalky
Mount's adult population in terms of "uni-occupational
models" (Comitas 1964). |

~ For purposes of this introductory discussion I
accept what the people themselves consider their grinarx
occupations to be, i.e., the occupations in.which they feel
they spend most of their time during the work year, and
from which, in the case of wege earners, they derive the
major proportion of their incomes. These occupations are

listed in Table 6 which, in spite of its deficiencies, gives

Reproduced with. permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



76

some idea of the range of economic activities in which most '
of the villagers. engage; and hence Table 6 reflects to some‘"
extent the "economic life" of Chalky Mount The occu-
pational categories in this table are offered as guides to
the vocational activities of the willage's adult population,
though it is to bewnoted:egain that th@ categories_are not |
clear cut and mﬁtua;ly exclusi#e for a number of role
occuoants. ‘Thisfis-due to the "occupational plurality" of
many adults. Some of the occupétionel categories utilized
in this paper are briefly considered below in order to
make more explicit the ways in which they should be accepted
in respect.to any particular role occupant. |
| Over one;helf of the village's 206 adults operate
some land (held in vapious forms of tenure) upon which
- sugar cane 1s grown. Yet, no one, to the best of my

knowledge, looks upon himself as a peasant or small farmer :
(Chapter III). Small farmer or peasant is a form of self
employment which, in the villagers' eyes, does not imply'e
bona fide occupational status. That this feeling is wide-
spread in rural Barbados is confirmed by the following
statement which is based upon a study involving a sample
of 5,364 Barbadians.

“although the term !'peasant proprietor' is in common

ause in Barbados, it was hardly used by members of

the sample to report their fathers' occupations. A

possible interpretation would seem to be that it

connotes not a specific occupation . but a stage or

form within the general occupational category of
agricultural laborer (Cumper 1961:398).
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At any rate, in no Chalky Mount case does the cash derived
from small-scale sugar cane farming constitute the only
source of income for a person or household operating land.
Nevertheless, small-scale_sugar cane farming-is a maJor
ecological‘adaptation aﬁd is of vital significance to the -
Jcommunityls economic life. The following'chapter will be
deroted to a discussion of this complex ' |
Plantation wage labor is the single greatest
occupational category yet many of the persons who claim to
be plantation workers also devote, by their own estimates,
& considerable amount of time and effort to.crop.cultivation
on their small holdings. But one finds situations such as
the following: A shopkeeperlcuts plantation_cane dnring
the reaping season; nets more cash from this than from his
own shop, yet considers his occupation that of shopkeeper,
"another shopkeeper considers’ himself a plantation laborer,
leaves his shop in the care of a niece during the day, but
tends it in the evening until the legal closing time--
after which‘he-usually makes his rounds as a plantation
watchman--a Joh from which he'derives a small amount of
cash. The basketmaker only makes baskets during the out-
of-crop season, but during the crop he cuts cane for smalll
farmers, and grows cane on his own small parcel of land.
There are only six potters (i.e., persons who are able to .
make potter& on the wheel) but others who claim they spend_
| most of their time in pottery are apt to work on the |
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plantations during the cane harvest and derive a major partu
of ‘their annual income from plantation activities. Equally,
SQme of those who consider themselves plantation workers
willialso engage ih pottery production throughout the year.
i The one man who 1is a sugar factory laborer works full time
in the factory during the crop, and intermittently through-
out the year, but. during "hard times" is more likely to be
employed on peasant holdiﬁgs or as an odd Job carpenter.
Even one of the two-pereoos with a private car, who is. a
relatively large land owner in his own right, spends a
'great deal of time on his land from which he derives a con-
siderable proportion of his income; yet occupationally he
defines himself as a chauffeur. The bath house attendants
and the school janitress have, in reality, part-time jobs,
'and they could be considere&'as spending more of their time
in the performance of home duties.
Home duties, then, which, with plantation labor is
_the single 1argest occupational category for females, can
also be misleading. A.number of women who claim home
duties as their major occupation also.work,during the crop
season for the plantations.and/or peasants‘or may work for
peasante'throughoutjthe year. Equally, a number of women
who claim to be refired could just as easily'be categorized
as having home duties as can some of the non-pottery |
hawkers who work but intermittently, e.g., fhe fish monger
who only sells fish during a limited season. It is as well:
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to éoiﬁt out that some of those who look upon'thémselves’
as retired (both male and female) acquire a good'proportion
of their income.from ﬁorking either theig:own small holdings
or those of‘others.' The kinds of’examples quoted abo§e |
could be multiplied. There are also sbme occupational
-pursuits,;;.g.,'barbering, butchering, hoﬁse painting,
which are cleafly secondary in the minds of the people in
the amount of time devoted to thém, and in the income they
yield. _ o | |
" Of the 147 adults who fill the 23 self-assessed
occupational roles (ekcluding homé duties) in Tablelé, 135,
perform tﬁese roles ;érgely ﬁithin the viilage.andiits
environs. One hundfgd*and slx of these persons are pri-
‘marily engagéd-in'aétivities which are directly rglated to
'some form of land uée. .E§en tailo#s,'seamstresseé, |
carpenters, shbpkeepers, etc.-esome of whom are as well"
small-scale sugaf'éane farmers--are dependent upén the
money that their customers make largely through land-based
economlc activities. ,

The importance of land as a‘source of cash 1s also
reflected in Table 7 where 1ncome-§ro@ucing activities'of
Chalky Mount adult males during 1961-1962 are tabulated.

Of the ﬁillage's 78 gainfully engaged males during that'
year, 42 were involved in plantation wage labor, 59 as
small-scale sugar cane farmeré;'Su raised income producing

livestock, 12 were engaged in pottery, and four cultivated
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minor cash crops. Twenty-five also performed wage work for
perSona involved in one or'more of the land-based complexes
- indicated above. | _.

Table 7 also offers a good ideé Qf‘the ways in .
which these and other activities were combined in order to
prbduce cash income. For instance, of the 78 males 83 per
cent regularly combined two or more income-pfoducing activi-
ties.duhihg 1961-1962; and 37 per cent cbﬁbined at least
four activities.' Even though these various activities con-
tributed dispfoportionate dmounts of income "it is the
occupational balance reached which maximizes the possibility
of individual and houSehcld_segurity" (Comitas 1963:9). I
will have more to say about this;n Chapter VI. The
importance of land, howe?er;;is fﬁrther underscored by
considering household involvement in Chalky Mount's land-
based economic complexes.

Land-Based Economic Complexes: Household Distributions and

Combinations

In 63 of Chalky Mount's 117 households at least one
person considers himself a regular plantation wage 1aborer.
If people undgr él and others who‘work intermittently wére
to‘be included, thé percentage figure wduld be somewhat
higher. Ninety-six of the total households include at least.
one small farmes, but more househclds would be included in
this complex if we were to include thosé‘who provide hired

labor for small farmer households (Chapter III). Income-
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producing and/or subsistence livestock (Chapter V) are
raised by 76 households, while there is no data available
for eight. Also the number of households in this category
i‘conld be increased if one were to include those that had
disposed of animals immediately before the_questionnaire
was administered. Sixty-eight households grow subsistence
crops--a& handful combining these with arrowroot--37 re-
ported no subsistence crops, and 12 provided no data. Only
13 households were reguIarly involved in the village's |
small pottery indusfry, two less than were involved in 1960.
In all, the maJority of households are involved in four of
the six land-~-based economic complexes with sugar producing
activities having the greatest emphasis.
Aside fronnthe verious land-based economic com-
plexes and excluding remittances, 60 of the communitv's
117 households reported having derived cash from other
sources during 1961-1962. These other sources included
various occupations listed in Table 6 (e.g., carpenter,
tailor, seamstress, shoemaker, postman, bus condﬁctor, etec.)
as well as paild labor on small farmer holdings or in the
.village's small pottery industry. |
In considering the. frequency and kinds of combi-
nations of these complexes{ or the nature of.household
Moccupational pluralipy," complete data is available for
on1y193 nouseholds. Two of these are single occupancy
households whose members are totally dependent upon meagre

old-age pensions for support, and five derive their cash
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from activities outside of the land—ﬁased complexes.
Consequently, our sample'(Table 8).of the ways in whigh'
various land-based econoﬁic complexés are combined for
“household units, is limited to 86 households (49 of which
also engage in other occupations and/or'wége-earning.ac-
tivities). Of these 86, 13 participate in only one type of-
land-based economic complex, and, aside from three ﬁlan1
tatign;laﬁoring households;"in no case do they rely entipely
“upon this complex for their total cash needs. Twelve house-
,'hqlds'qqmbine two activities; small-scale sugar cane farm-
ing océuring in combination with something elge in 11 of
,  these. '
Twenty-seven households combine three acticities,
 with small-scale sugar cane farming occuring in all. The
most frequent combination (20 cases) being small-scale
sugar'cane farming, subsistence crops, andvlivestock.‘
Thirty-two of the 86 households combine four complexes, the
most frequent combination (26 cases) being plantation wage-
labor, small-scale sugar cane farming, livestock and sub-
sistence crops. Only two households combine five complexes.
Of the 86 households, 73 aré directly involved in small-
scale auéar cane farﬁihg, and 44 are regularly involved in
plantation labor,'but these two complexes are combined in N
only 37 cases. |
In sum, Table 8 confirms that land resources play

a prominent role in the ecological adaptation of most Chalky
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Mount hduseholds; and sugar cane production either on -

. small farmer holdings and/or on plantation lands is the
outstanding feature‘of the community's ecology. PFew
households are toﬁélly exempt from the island's sugar
economy-in'the provision éf their cash"needs; and it
can be said that none are ultimately exempt from the,
influence of sugar. Evéﬁ members of the minority of
households which depend to a largg extent upon femittancés
from abroad supplement their annual income from activitiés

direct;y or indirectly related to the sugar industry.

.Emigrants and Remittances

Remittances are derived largely from emigrants
in England. Since the exodus of these persons from
the community has had some effect upon its internal
labor resource;;e and in some cages'land tenure and
ability to aéquire’small holdings?- emigrants have some
role to play in the land~-based economic éomplexes under
discussion. Consequently, we might review some features
of.these emigrations, ahd, a8 well, point out what role
15

remittances play in the community's economic life.

Other considerations concerhing emigrants will be

presented, as the occésion arises, in subsequent chapters.

2]

~15There is only one household on Chalky Mount
totally dependent upon remittances. This is a household .
of a young mother and her child who recently returned
from England. The father, still in England, is responsi-
ble for the complete support of these two persons. ‘
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Between 1955 and Apr11.1962 at'loast 108 persons.
‘left Chalky Mount as emigrants to England. Adequate data
on'these emigrants 1s available for 11é of the oomﬁunity's
117 househoids. Of'thése, approximateiy 6inercent'have
lost at'ieastAoné member through emigration. If one wére
to extendithe number of households affected by'emigration
through loss of close family members who were resident in
other households better than 75 per cent of the village!'s
households would be included. Although the sex ratio of |
emigrants 1s about equal (see Table 9) 93 pef cent weré be-
tween the ages of 16 and 35 years.

These persons, in varylng ways, are under a number
of obligations to thelr family or household groups. Close
to one-thifd of the emligrants left children 1in Chalky Mount--
children whom ohey have some legal and moral obligatlion to
support. They afe also, once Qhey find employment, under a
MOralidbiigation to rémit to their parents and spouses
(both legél and common-law). Parents expect femittances
éven though this expectancy is not always fulfilled} Not
a small amount of bitterness and resentment 1ls felt by
parents towards those children in England who 1rregu1ar1y'
or rarely send them money, and this is espeoially.so in
those cases where the parents havo beeq largely responsible

- for providing the pasoige money. It‘can be seen ffom
Téblo’9 that 61 per cent of the emigrants for whom I have
ihformétion recelived help.from family members. Thié |

financial aid, if not formally termed a loan, is given with
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the expectation of repayment and/or oontinual remittances.
Also, the emigrant might be under a Obligation to repay
'loans that were5received from the government~-0103e‘to
20 per cent of the emigrants relied primarily upon |
governmental loans for their passages abroad. . In general,
then, different demands are placed upon the emigrant's
earning power from within the viilage, and these demands
derive not only from moral obligations to close kin, but
also from legal obligations of child support and repayment
of government loans. |
But.remittances are not always sent, and even when
sent they can be sporadic. This may result in part from |
the emigrant's intentional laxity, but circumstances‘of
living in England often prevent the fulfillment of obliga-
tions of whatever kind. Initially, it might be low paying
Jobs and. the cost of living abroad which afford little,
if any, surplus funds. As the emigrant lmmerses himself
more in life in England standards of consumption change
- and expenses 1ncrease; and as time passes a,sense Of
obligation to the family at home sometimes deereases as
well. Unemployment mav also affect the emigrants' remitting
power. 1In addition, as the'years pass, younger emigrants
‘begin to form new families 1in England which place a
~burden upon their financial resources at the expense of
remittances to home. | | | |
For these reasons, then, the amounts of money

sent home are. often limited and apparently decrease as
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the years go by. This is not to undeﬁeétimate the role
played by remittdﬂéés in the villagé,ééonomy, nor to
deny the fact that a number of households'arg highly
dependent upon thém. Taking the'village popﬁlation as a
whole, however, remittances do not_seem to constitute a
major source ofyincpme; |

I was able to obtain,reasonable'estimates on
remittances from only 91 of the village's~households._v ‘
Of these, 46 reﬁorted having receiﬁed remittances during
1961-1962. But there is a range invthe amounts of'money
invplvedlfrom under $50 to over $850. (See Table 1o)f
Only.six‘households received moré”than $650-in 1961. |
These comprise 13 per cent of the totél remittance re-
ceiving hbuseholds, but only 7 per cent qf the 91 house-
holds for which I have information. It~takes'roughly
$650 per annum to feed the‘average househbid ih.Chaiky
Moﬁnt. Aithough households have many needs for cash other
£han food, food expenditures do constitute the major
single expeﬂse. The six households cited would constitute
maximum dependency,‘but five of'them re}y on one or more
other sources of cash as well. At the otherfextreme
(Table 10), it can be seen that one-third of the remittance-
receiving households received #150 or less per'énnum. At
this point, remittances become'sécOndary sources of income,

' and alliof the.households in this categbry as well as those.

in the middle ranges'engage in otheﬁ cash prbducing
‘activities. In generéi, of the 46 rémittance-re?eiving
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households, 32 engaged in some combination of at least
three of the villagé's land-based economic complexés--mést
1né1uding both plantation wége-labor and small-scale sugar
cane rarming pius one or two others. | |

- To sum up these latter sections, it is apparent

that the majority of Chalky Mount's adult population is
involved to'séme extent in various forms of land use, and
that most households.and.individuals combine a number of

- land-based economic complexes in ﬁheir producfioﬂ .
activities. Reliance upon these activities as sources of
cash varies from household to household and individual to
~individual, and in a number of cases indome is derived as
well from other occupational and/or.wage-earhing activities
and even remittances. For our purposes;'however, we are
concerned to examine the patterns existing in thé various
land-based eéonomic‘complexes. Within these, sugar cane
is the dominant production focus. And since small-scale
sugar cane farming is one of the most important complexes
in terms of household represéntation,'cbmmunity-wide labor

.demands and even cash yields, we start our aiscuSSion of
fhese complexes in Chaﬁter III, with a consideratibh of

small-scale sugar cane farming.
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